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which I collected all that I thought convenient; not to
mention several Memorials given me by the ministers at
home. Further, I was a constant witness and observer of
all that passed; and entered every particular of any conse-
quence upon paper.

I was so far from having any obligation to the crown,
that, on the contrary, Her Majesty issued a proclamation,
offering three hundred pounds to any person who would
discover the author of a certain short treatise,1 which the
Queen well knew to have been written by me. I never
received one shilling from the minister, or any other present,
except that of a few books; nor did I want their assistance
to support me. I very often dined indeed with the treasurer
and secretary; but, in those days, that was not reckoned
a bribe, whatever it may have been at any time since.
I absolutely refused to be chaplain to the Lord Treasurer ;
because I thought it would ill become me to be in a state
of dependence.

I say this, to shew that I had no other bias than my own
opinion of persons and affairs. I preserved several of the
opposite party in their employments, who were persons of
wit and learning, particularly Mr. Addison and Mr. Con-
greve, neither of whom were ever in any danger from the
treasurer, who much esteemed them both; and, by his
lordship's commands, I brought the latter to dine with him.
Mr. Steele might have been safe enough, if his continually
repeated indiscretions, and a zeal mingled with scurrilities,
had not forfeited all title to lenity.2

I know very well the numberless prejudices of weak and
deceived people, as well as the malice of those, who, to
serve their own interest or ambition, have cast off all re-
ligion, morality, justice, and common decency. However,
although perhaps I may not be believed in the present age,
yet I hope to be so in the next, by all who will bear any
regard for the honour and liberty of England, if either of
these shall then subsist or not.

I have no interest or inclination to palliate the mistakes,

1   " The Public Spirit of the Whigs."   [D. S.]

2  A full account of the severance of the friendly relations between
Swift and Steele is given in the fifth volume of the present edition (see
pp. 276-282).    [T. S.]